Proper 14  - Year C
Isaiah 1:1,10-20 

Ps. 50:1-8, 23-24 

or 
Genesis 15:1-6

Ps. 33:12-22

Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16

Luke 12:32-40

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Collect:  Proper 14
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  for ever and ever.  Amen.
The Book of Isaiah 
1: 1, 10 - 20 
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 
Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah! What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats. When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? Trample my courts no more; bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation— I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, I am weary of bearing them. When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood. 

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.


Psalm 
50: 1-8, 23-24 
1  
The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; *

 

he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to




its setting.

2  
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *

 

God reveals himself in glory.

3  
Our God will come and will not keep silence; *

 

before him there is a consuming flame,

 

and round about him a raging storm.

4  
He calls the heavens and the earth from above *

 

to witness the judgment of his people.

5  
“Gather before me my loyal followers, *

 

those who have made a covenant with me

 

and sealed it with sacrifice."

6  
Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *

 

for God himself is judge.

7  
Hear, O my people, and I will speak:


“O Israel, I will bear witness against you; *

 

for I am God, your God.

8  
I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; *

 

your offerings are always before me.
23  
Consider this well, you who forget God, *

 

lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you.

24  
Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving




honors me; *

 

but to those who keep in my way will I show




the salvation of God."




OR

The Book of Genesis 
15: 1 - 6
The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram said, "You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." But the word of the LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir." He brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your descendants be." And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.


Psalm   
33: 12 - 22
12  
Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! *

 

happy the people he has chosen to be his own!

13  
The LORD looks down from heaven, *

 

and beholds all the people in the world.

14  
From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze *

 

on all who dwell on the earth.

15  
He fashions all the hearts of them *

 

and understands all their works.

16  
There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army; *

 

a strong man is not delivered by his great strength.

17  
The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; *

 

for all its strength it cannot save.

18  
Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him, *

 

on those who wait upon his love,

19  
To pluck their lives from death, *

 

and to feed them in time of famine.

20  
Our soul waits for the LORD; *

 

he is our help and our shield.

21  
Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, *

 

for in his holy Name we put our trust.

22  
Let your loving kindness, O LORD, be upon us, *

 

as we have put our trust in you.

The Epistle to the Hebrews 
11: 1 - 3, 8 - 16
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore."

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

The Gospel according to Luke 
12: 32 - 40
Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

"But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour."
聖 靈 降 臨 後 第 十 一 主 日 

祝 文    合 時 儀 文  第 十 四 式

主啊，我們沒有主，就不能存活，求主賜恩，使我們的心靈常有合宜的思想，又使我們有能力去過合乎主旨意的生活；這都是靠著我們的主耶穌基督。聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。 阿 們 。

以 賽 亞 書   
1: 1, 10 - 20
當烏西雅、約坦、亞哈斯、希西家作猶大王的時候，亞摩斯的兒子以賽亞得默示，論到猶大和耶路撒冷。
你們這所多瑪的官長啊，要聽耶和華的話！你們這蛾摩拉的百姓啊，要側耳聽我們上帝的訓誨！耶和華說：“你們所獻的許多祭物與我何益呢？公綿羊的燔祭和肥畜的脂油，我已經夠了；公牛的血，羊羔的血，公山羊的血，我都不喜悅。你們來朝見我，誰向你們討這些，使你們踐踏我的院宇呢？你們不要再獻虛浮的供物。香品是我所憎惡的；月朔和安息日，並宣召的大會，也是我所憎惡的；作罪孽又守嚴肅會，我也不能容忍。你們的月朔和節期，我心裡恨惡，我都以為麻煩；我擔當，便不耐煩。你們舉手禱告，我必遮眼不看；就是你們多多地祈禱，我也不聽。你們的手都滿了殺人的血。你們要洗濯、自潔，從我眼前除掉你們的惡行；要止住作惡，學習行善，尋求公平，解救受欺壓的，給孤兒伸冤，為寡婦辨屈。”耶和華說：“你們來，我們彼此辯論。你們的罪雖像硃紅，必變成雪白；雖紅如丹顏，必白如羊毛。你們若甘心聽從，必吃地上的美物；若不聽從，反倒悖逆，必被刀劍吞滅。”這是耶和華親口說的。
詩  篇
 50: 1-8, 23-24
1
大能者上帝─耶和華已經發言招呼天下，*



從日出之地到日落之處。

2
從全美的錫安中，*



上帝已經發光了。

3
我們的上帝要來，決不閉口。*



有烈火在他面前吞滅，



有暴風在他四圍大颳。

4
他招呼上天下地，*



為要審判他的民，

5
說：招聚我的聖民到我這裡來，*



就是那些用祭物與我立約的人。

6
諸天必表明他的公義，*



因為上帝是施行審判的。

7
我的民哪，你們當聽我的話！*



以色列啊，我要勸戒你;



我是上帝，是你的上帝！

8
我並不因你的祭物責備你;*



你的燔祭常在我面前。

23
你們忘記上帝的，要思想這事，*



免得我把你們撕碎，無人搭救。

24
凡以感謝獻上為祭的便是榮耀我;*



那按正路而行的，我必使他得著我的救恩。
或
創 世 記

15: 1 - 6 
耶和華在異象中有話對亞伯蘭說：“亞伯蘭，你不要懼怕！我是你的盾牌，必大大地賞賜你。” 亞伯蘭說：“主耶和華啊，我既無子，你還賜我甚麼呢？並且要承受我家業的是大馬士革人以利以謝。”亞伯蘭又說：“你沒有給我兒子，那生在我家中的人就是我的後嗣。”耶和華又有話對他說：“這人必不成為你的後嗣，你本身所生的才成為你的後嗣。”於是領他走到外邊說：“你向天觀看，數算眾星，能數得過來嗎？”又對他說：“你的後裔將要如此。”亞伯蘭信耶和華，耶和華就以此為他的義。

詩   篇 

33: 12 - 22
12
以耶和華為上帝的，那國是有福的！*



他所揀選為自己產業的，那民是有福的！

13
耶和華從天上觀看；*



他看見一切的世人。

14
從他的居所往外察看*



地上一切的居民。

15
他是那造成他們眾人心的，*



留意他們一切作為的。

16
君王不能因兵多得勝；*



勇士不能因力大得救。

17
靠馬得救是枉然的；*



馬也不能因力大救人。

18
耶和華的眼目看顧敬畏他的人*



和仰望他慈愛的人，

19
要救他們的命脫離死亡，*



並使他們在饑荒中存活。

20
我們的心向來等候耶和華；*


他是我們的幫助，我們的盾牌。

21
我們的心必靠他歡喜，*



因為我們向來倚靠他的聖名。

22
耶和華啊，求你照著我們所仰望你的，*



向我們施行慈愛！

希 伯 來 書
11: 1 – 3, 8 - 16
信就是所望之事的實底，是未見之事的確據。古人在這信上得了美好的證據。我們因著信，就知道諸世界是藉上帝話造成的，這樣，所看見的，並不是從顯然之物造出來的。
亞伯拉罕因著信，蒙召的時候，就遵命出去，往將來要得為業的地方去；出去的時候，還不知往哪裡去。他因著信，就在所應許之地作客，好像在異地居住帳棚，與那同蒙一個應許的以撒、雅各一樣。因為他等候那座有根基的城，就是上帝所經營、所建造的。因著信，連撒拉自己，雖然過了生育的歲數，還能懷孕，因她以為那應許她的是可信的。所以從一個彷彿已死的人就生出子孫，如同天上的星那樣眾多，海邊的沙那樣無數。這些人都是存著信心死的，並沒有得著所應許的，卻從遠處望見，且歡喜迎接，又承認自己在世上是客旅，是寄居的。說這樣話的人，是表明自己要找一個家鄉。他們若想念所離開的家鄉，還有可以回去的機會。他們卻羨慕一個更美的家鄉，就是在天上的。所以上帝被稱為他們的上帝，並不以為恥，因為他已經給他們預備了一座城。

路 加 福 音   12: 32 - 40
耶穌對門徒說：“你們這小群，不要懼怕，因為你們的父樂意把國賜給你們。你們要變賣所有的賙濟人，為自己預備永不壞的錢囊，用不盡的財寶在天上，就是賊不能近、蟲不能蛀的地方。因為，你們的財寶在哪裡，你們的心也在那裡。你們腰裡要束上帶，燈也要點著， 自己好像僕人等候主人從婚姻的筵席上回來。他來到叩門，就立刻給他開門。主人來了，看見僕人警醒，那僕人就有福了。我實在告訴你們：主人必叫他們坐席，自己束上帶，進前伺候他們。或是二更天來，或是三更天來，看見僕人這樣，那僕人就有福了。家主若知道賊甚麼時候來，就必警醒，不容賊挖透房屋，這是你們所知道的。你們也要預備，因為你們想不到的時候，人子就來了。”
